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Inclusion Scotland

• Inclusion Scotland is a national 

network of disabled people’s 

organisations (DPOs) and 

individual disabled people

• ‘Disabled People’s Organisations’ 

are led by disabled people 

themselves.



The Social Model

Disability caused by ‘social barriers’

• Negative attitudes

• The built / external environment

• Badly designed transport

• The way things are organised

• The way things are communicated

• Cost





Article 7: Disabled Children

1. Full enjoyment by disabled children of all 

human rights and fundamental freedoms 

on an equal basis with other children.

2. The best interests of the child shall be a 

primary consideration.

3. Disabled children have the right to 

express their views freely on all matters 

affecting them



UNCRPD: Article 24 Education

States Parties recognize the right of 

persons with disabilities to education. 

With a view to realizing this right without 

discrimination and on the basis of equal 

opportunity, States Parties shall ensure 

an inclusive education system at all 

levels and lifelong learning.



CRPD Concluding Observations

Article 7: Disabled Children

“The Committee is concerned about:

The failue to incorporate the human 

rights model of disability in public 

policies and legislation concerning 

children and young persons with 

disabilities”



CRPD Concluding Observations

Article 24: Education

“The Committee is concerned that:

The education system is not geared to 

respond to the requirements for high-quality 

inclusive education; and

Education and training of teachers in 

inclusion competences is not reflecting the 

requirements of inclusive education.”



COVID-19 Emergency Powers

Suspension of duties:

Children (Scotland) Act 1995

• Conduct assessments to safeguard and 

promote children’s welfare 

• Provide aftercare to young people

Carers (Scotland) Act 2016 

• To prepare young carer support plans



COVID-19 Emergency Powers

Suspension of duties:

Social Care (Self-directed Support) 

(Scotland) Act

• involvement of the person in assessments of 

needs

Education (Additional Support for Learning) 

(Scotland) Act 2004 

• provision for additional support needs.



Survey on impact of COVID-19

“He would normally get a lot of support 

through school and of course this is very 

limited now.   His routine and activities are 

very important to him and his wellbeing and it 

is difficult to recreate this.”



Survey on impact of COVID-19

“My son had to move back with us as his 

residential care centre closed. All the 

progress he has made over the years with 

independent living seems to have evaporated 

overnight. 



Survey on impact of COVID-19

“My son’s self-directed support package has 

dropped from 10 support staff providing 20-30 

hrs per fortnight, to 2 support staff providing 

15 hrs per fortnight. I (his Mum) now fill the 

shortfall as best I can.”



Survey on impact of COVID-19

“We can’t use my child SDS support for 

anything to keep him occupied at home as we 

no longer have access to their PA or 

activities.” 



Survey on impact of COVID-19

“All medical clinics cancelled …, and he has 

been discharged from vital services until 

further notice. Not acceptable for those with 

complex medical issues and needs. My son is 

only 4 years old.”



Survey on impact of COVID-19

“My son has a special diet, gluten and dairy 

free. It has been harder to get the foods he 

needs. It has been hard to get basic 

essentials without having to drive further 

afield.”
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