
Children’s rights in housing allocation policy 

This scenario was developed to support learners to consider what a children’s human rights
approach might look like in practice. 

A local authority housing team decide to review their housing allocation policy to ensure it
respects children’s rights. The team know they need to understand the interaction between
children’s rights and the impact of their housing allocation policies. 

The team works to:
Design child friendly consultation materials and methods.
Consult with children and young people on the impact of their housing allocation policy,
with a focus on reaching those whose rights are at risk.
Conduct a public consultation, ensuring their materials and feedback mechanisms are
accessible to all.
Review their allocation policy criteria and points system through a Child Rights Impact
Assessment, where they considered the system against the UNCRC articles and the
feedback from children and young people.
Change their policy criteria and points system to ensure children’s rights are respected,
protected, and fulfilled.
Give specific feedback to the children and young people who are consulted, on the changes
made because of their input.

Reflection questions 
Do you think there is a policy in your organisation that may not be respecting, protecting, and
fulfilling children’s rights? 
What steps could you take to make that policy change?
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