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The following case study outlines how Together (Scottish Alliance for Children’s Rights) supported Alcohol Focus Scotland to understand how their work on protecting children from the actions of alcohol corporations could be strengthened by international human rights frameworks and incorporation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in Scotland.

Background
In 2022, Alcohol Focus Scotland published their Expert Group report, ‘Realising our rights: How to protect people from alcohol marketing.’ This report set out how children’s human rights are affected by alcohol marketing and how this should be addressed through statutory regulation. Following incorporation of the UNCRC in 2024, Alcohol Focus Scotland were eager to understand if the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024 and wider international human rights frameworks could provide any new levers to ensure decision-makers, public bodies and businesses consider and uphold the human rights of children in relation to alcohol harm and alcohol marketing.
Process
Together undertook desk-based research exploring the international and domestic law and guidance surrounding children’s rights and the actions of businesses. Doing so helped frame Alcohol Focus Scotland’s campaign calls around authoritative children’s rights standards and identified opportunities for using international guidance such as General Comments in their advocacy work.
Together also explored the role that the UNCRC Act could play in Alcohol Focus Scotland’s policy calls. This involved drawing out the various aspects of the UNCRC Act that can help civil society campaigning including the compatibility duty, the interpretation clause and the Scottish Government’s Children’s Rights Scheme. 
Together and Alcohol Focus Scotland then worked together to create robust calls for greater scrutiny and regulation of the actions of businesses and specifically alcohol marketing.
Output
Following the desk-based research, Together produced:
· A background research paper on business and children’s rights that Alcohol Focus Scotland can use as a reference point for future influencing work.
· A briefing paper outlining the issue through a children’s human rights lens and associated policy calls.
· The outline of a presentation to share the findings with audiences.
The work has also led to the formulation of future partnership work with and eagerness from both organisations to raise this issue further.
Testimonial
“We wanted to work with Together because of its respected role as a membership organisation bringing together people with an interest in children’s rights, alongside its expertise in the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). We also share a commitment to protecting and advancing the human rights of children and young people in Scotland.
Throughout the project, the Together team brought a huge amount of knowledge, enthusiasm and care to the work. They engaged thoughtfully and diligently with the subject matter and worked collaboratively with our team at every stage. The result was work of an exceptionally high standard that not only strengthened the immediate project outcomes, but also helped lay the foundations for future advocacy and practical action to advance children’s rights in Scotland.
We very much look forward to continuing this work and to building on our partnership with Together in the future.”

For more information about our consultancy offer, email info@togetherscotland.org.uk. 
To find out more about protecting children from the harms of alcohol corporations and alcohol marketing, email enquiries@alcohol-focus-scotland.org.uk.
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